
The Incredible Journey 

Eighth Steps 
 

 

Step Eight involves examining our relationships and preparing ourselves to make amends. 

 

*Made a list of all persons we had harmed and became willing 

to make amends to them all. 

 

Do to others as you would have them do to you. (Luke 6:31) 

 

 

Scripture Lessons / Step 8 
 

 

Luke 19 - Zaccheus Converted 

 

1He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And there was a man called by the name of 

Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich. 3Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus 

was, and was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in stature. 4So he ran on ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass through that way. 

5When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, 

for today I must stay at your house.” 6And he hurried and came down and received Him gladly. 

7When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a man who 

is a sinner.” 8Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I 

will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as 

much.” 9And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a 

son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

 

1. Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was... 
Zaccheus wanted to see, not just Jesus, but who Jesus was.  He wanted to know who this 

man was that everyone was talking about.  What kind of person could this Jesus be?  If we are 

going to continue on this Incredible Journey we are going to need to know just who is this Jesus.  

And what you will find is that He is the kindest, gentlest person you will have ever met.  He 

never will defraud you, trick you, cheat you, hurt you or in any way do anything that wouldn't be 

for your good.  He is Love itself and is always motivated by that Love to help us.  It doesn't 

matter who you are, where you have been or what you have been.  To Zaccheus He says, “Come 

down, for I am going to your house today.”  Now, most people would have judged Zaccheus as a 

“terrible, horrible, rotten, no good sinner!”  But Jesus being Love loved Zaccheus!  He will love 

you too!  But if you would know Him as He truly is you will want to follow Him and in 

following Him you will want to do things differently in your life. 

 

2. And he hurried and came down and received Him gladly. 
Zaccheus was excited to have Jesus come to his house, so much so, that his receiving of 

Jesus’ invitation to come to his home was mirrored in his own heart as he welcomed Him into his 

life.  The text tells us that he “received Him gladly.”  Something happened to Zaccheus that day.  



In his searching to see who Jesus was, he found Him (Christ) in his home and in his heart.  He 

was changing as the conversation was happening.  He decided he wanted to be like Jesus.  Here, 

Jesus accepted him when few others did.  It may have been for good reasons, too.  He was the 

chief tax collector.  They were known to be cheats and liars.  Over charging the people.  Why 

would they do it?  It is always hard to know, but most people do it to compensate for something 

lacking within themselves.  It's how they often level the playing field.  “I will cheat you and take 

from you to show you that you're no better than me,” they may say.  But now the Christ, the 

Messiah, has come and singled him out and in front of everyone said, “I am coming to your 

house today.”  The kindness of God towards us will change us if we receive Him gladly!  If we 

welcome Him with open arms and open hearts.  Soon, you want to be like Him, kind and gentle, 

forgiving and loving.  You will want to make amends if you really want to be like Jesus.  Or you 

can choose to stay as you are. 

 

3. “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as much.” 
Zaccheus chooses to be like Jesus.  He says, “I will give half of my possessions to the 

poor and pay back four times for those I defrauded.”  Not that's making amends.  That is 

someone who says, “I don't need to defraud anyone anymore, because I am friends with Jesus.  

He likes me and is coming to my house today.  I am going to be like Him.”  Making amends 

makes us like Jesus.  Now before you make amends there will be another step to take.  You want 

to make sure you don't hurt people to satisfy your own craving to be spiritual.  You want to make 

sure that what you do is loving, like Jesus. Kind, like Jesus.  Helpful, like Jesus.  Amends is just 

that, something that mends.  It doesn't hurt people but helps them.  Have you hurt people?  

Maybe you need to apologize, that is making amends.  Have you refused forgiveness?  Maybe 

it's time to forgive.  Have you taken from others?  Maybe it's time to pay back.  Setting right 

what's gone wrong is the surest way to bring about real change in your heart.  Without this step 

few people really change.  You will feel a lightness in your soul when you begin to make 

amends, knowing you have followed your Lord and you will be just a little more like Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflection and Discussion Questions 
 

1. How well are you seeing Jesus?   

 

2. What trees do you need to climb to see Him better?  Tree of truth, tree of love? Etc. 

 

3. This question may seem odd to you, but how glad are you to see Jesus?  How welcome is He 

in your heart? 

 

4. How would you have welcomed Him into your home? 

 

5. How do you feel about making amends, restitution etc.? 

 

6. What role does forgiveness, the asking of forgiveness, or the offering of forgiveness play in all 

this? 

 

7. Time to get honest...are there any things in your life that you need to set right? 


